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Naturally we may not be successful first time round, in 
which case we’ll re-submit the bid at a later date.

There will be a year-long programme of events and 
activities for you and your friends and families to 
enjoy. The Heritage Lottery Fund requires us to show 
plans for education, the benefit to the community, and 
greater use of the building, and we will be relying on 
our members to support us!

Committee contacts:
Chairman Caroline Poncia 01273-505323

Secretary Sue Shepherd 01273-506363

Membership Linda Ayling 01273-230395

Treasurer Andy Bain Smith 01273-230395

Keyholding Hazel Tapsell 01273-553249

Flower donations Heather Coleman 07762 484814

We work in partnership with

Our bid for Heritage Lottery funds 

We are very excited because, after years of fundraising 
and hard work our bid for Heritage Lottery funding to 
repair the stenciling in the chancel is about to be made!

During the Carol Concert in December it was 
apparent to everyone how poor the state of the 
stenciling had become. The committee, as usual, was 
imagining how vibrant and wonderful it will be when 
the stenciling is finally restored.

Winter is usually a quiet time for the committee. This 
year, however, we have had several meetings, and many 
more to come, in our efforts to obtain Heritage Lottery 
funding for the chancel.  

We’ve been having invaluable advice from an expert 
on dealing with Heritage Lottery bids; the committee 
decided to hire her to help us – it’s a daunting process 
– and we’re very pleased with the progress made. The 
bid is due to be made at the end of February and we 
could hear the result as soon as May!
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The present stencilling was designed just after the 1906 
fire, and has been affected by decades of candle smoke 
and accumulated grime. 

The lower part of the walls need extensive conservation 
work, as the plaster is flaking off, partly due to damp.  
The cause of the damp has been rectified.

If you have any ideas for heritage related activities, 
historical talks, trails, family days, art events, 
archaeology, quizzes, or anything else, please let us 
know!  We’d love to hear from you. We’ll let you know 
the timetable of events very soon.

Sussex Harmony at the Carol Concert in December

If you can, please do go into the church and have a 
look at the chancel.

Our aim is to leave the church in a better condition, 
to pass this valuable piece of our heritage on to future 
generations.

Carol concert
Our annual Carol Concert by ‘Sussex Harmony’ was 
a great success as usual.  There were not enough chairs 
for all those who came, and many people bravely 
stood for part or all of the concert, or even sat on the 
floor!  We will do our best to have more chairs by next 
December.


